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ONS 2001 Census Output Area Classifications 
 
The 2001 Area Classifications were created on behalf of the Office of National Statistics by the University of Leeds. The classification is used to group 
together geographic areas according to key characteristics common to the population in that grouping. These groupings are called clusters, and are          
derived using 2001 population census data. This is a new classification produced using the same principles but a different statistical methodology from 
that used to produce the other area classifications.  
 
The basic level of geography, Output Areas, (OAs) are a new geographic hierarchy designed to improve the reporting of small area statistics in England 
and Wales. There are some 175,500 Output Areas in England and Wales and they were created around a target population of 125 resident households. 
 
This classification groups output areas into clusters based on similar characteristics. The largest cluster is the supergroup, of which there are seven. 
Each supergroup is further split into groups (21 in total) and further into subgroups (52 in total). This classification groups output areas into clusters 
based on similar characteristics. The largest cluster is the supergroup, of which there are seven. Each supergroup is further split into groups (21 in total) 
and further into subgroups (52 in total).  
 
Detailed characteristics for each level of classification (supergroup, group and sub-group) can be found on the ONS website at: 
 
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/about/methodology_by_theme/area_classification/oa/cluster_summaries.asp 
 
A supporting technical report explaining how the output area classification were created can be found on the University of Leeds website at: 
 
http://www.geog.leeds.ac.uk/wpapers/05-2.pdf 
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